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Varios Escritores   Este libro es el libro 
de las conferencias de las Escuela de 
Brown Trail del año 2015.

Costo.............................$5.00dls 

La Naturaleza Distintiva de la 
Iglesia de Cristo Willie Alvarenga  Es un comentario 

de la epístola a los Gálatas. Lo cual con-
tiene un analizis de verso por verso.   

Costo.............................$5.00dls 

Comentario de Gálatas

Peligros que Enfrenta la Iglesia
Varios Escritores   Este libro es el libro 
de las conferencias de la Escuela de            
Monterrey (MEP) del año 2016.

Costo.............................$10.00dls 

J.J. Tuner  Nos presenta sesenta  aspec-
tos de la Cena con el Rey, los cuales nos 
deben de ayudar a refleccionar en nuestra 
vida..

Costo.............................$6.00dls 

Cena con el Rey
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pandemic. “If there is a loving God, where is 
He during the Corona pandemic?” they de-
mand. What can the Christian say in response 
to such reasoning?

 So why doesn’t God stop all the suffer-
ing and pain? The Bible says that He is all-pow-
erful (Revelation 4:8). That means He has the 
power to stop it any time He chooses. The Bi-
ble also describes God as being all-good (Luke 
18:19). Wouldn’t a good person want to help 
someone who is suffering? How can God be 
all-good and all-powerful, and yet still allow 
people to suffer?

 In order to answer this question, we 
must go all the way back to the Garden of 
Eden. Before Adam and Eve sinned, there 
were no diseases or suffering. Everything God 
had made was pure and good. One of those 
good things that God gave Adam and Eve was

    Kyle Butt    Kyle Butt

he events surrounding the outbreak of the 
Covid-19 virus have brought about the deaths 
of tens of thousands and altered the lives of 
virtually everyone in the world. When we face 
these kinds of tragic and painful situations, 
we naturally wonder why they occur. In the 
past several decades, the atheistic communi-
ty has used events like this as “evidence” that 
a loving God does not exist. These atheistic 
writers and speakers contend that if there is 
a loving God, He would never allow so many 
innocent people to suffer from such a disease. 
If there is a loving God, they claim, He would 
stop the virus or make sure we quickly find a 
cure. Since He has not stop it, either He does 
not have the power to stop it, or He is not a 
loving God who cares for innocent people. Ei-
ther way, they suggest, the concept of a loving, 
all-powerful God such as the one portrayed in 
the Bible cannot exist in the face of a global

Where was God when...Where was God when...

camecamedisasterdisaster
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 God loved humans so much that He 
allowed them to have the freedom to choose, 
even when He knew it would cost Him the 
death of His precious Son Jesus. Let’s use the 
suffering that comes into our lives to help oth-
ers see God’s love.

 Our hearts are breaking for those whose 
loved ones have died in this pandemic. No 
words can adequately describe such emotion-
al pain. But instead of allowing the situation to 
push people into the despair and unbelief, we 
should use this opportunity to encourage peo-
ple all over the world, to seek their God and 
Creator in times of trouble. The apostle Paul 
wrote to the church at Corinthian: “Blessed be 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who 
comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may 
be able to comfort those who are in any trouble, 
with the comfort with which we ourselves are 
comforted by God” (2 Corinthians 1:3-4). God, 
the God of all comfort, is the only One who can 
offer any real hope or consolation.

the freedom to make their own decisions. 
They were given the ability to decide if they 
wanted to obey or disobey God. The heavenly 
Father did not create humans to be like robots 
that must do what they are programmed to 
do. God is love (1 John 4:8), and love allows 
people to make their own decisions. [Think of 
how parents love their children and, because 
of that love, allow the children to make their 
own personal choices on occasion.]

 Unfortunately, Adam and Eve made the 
wrong decision. They chose to disobey God, 
and their sin brought pain, suffering, disease, 
and death into the world. These terrible conse-
quences of sin are not God’s fault; rather, they 
are the result of sinful human beings. And one 
reason that God does not remove all suffering 
in this life is because He wants us to be free to 
make our own decisions—just like Adam and 
Eve.

 But what about innocent people such as 
babies? Why do they sometimes suffer, even 
when they have done nothing wrong? Look 
at the life of Jesus. He suffered terribly, even 
though He never had done anything wrong. 
Innocent people sometimes suffer because 
those around them make wrong decisions.

 Even though suffering and pain seem 
terrible now, we must remember that they are 
only temporary. This world never was intend-
ed to be our final home, and the suffering that 
God allows to take place on this Earth is small 
compared to the joy that He will give to faith-
ful Christians. The apostle Paul wrote: “For 
I consider that the sufferings of this present 
time are not worthy to be compared with the 
glory which shall be revealed in us” (Romans 
8:18).
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and my experience with our son, Bryan, and his cancer 
that it would help each of you as you deal with the same 
kind of things. What Sherry and I discovered is that it’s 
in the difficult times that our relationship with God be-
comes most meaningful. Of course, during Bryan’s illness 
we prayed harder than we have ever prayed before, be-
cause we did not want him to have to suffer. We could see 
how that Bryan was drawn closer to the Lord and came to 
lean upon His promises in a way that he had not before.
 
 One day when Bryan was receiving treatments, 
I wanted to encourage him. I texted him a passage from 
Isaiah 41:10, where God says, “Fear not, for I am with 
you; Be not dismayed, for I am your God. I will strength-
en you, Yes, I will help you, I will uphold you with My 
righteous right hand.” This meant a lot to Bryan and he 
came up with the idea of making and selling golf shirts 
to raise money for cancer research using Isaiah 41:10 as 
the logo. It was not long until he sent me a mockup of 
the shirts that he is working on. There were several dif-
ferent colors of shirts, each representing different kinds 
of cancer. For example, most are aware of pink for breast 

Robert Dobson

hope that in sharing with you a little bit about my wife’sI

Where was God when...Where was God when...

I gotI gotsicksick
cancer. He had Hodgkin’s Lymphoma which is a lime
green color. He even came up with a special type of 
material for the shirts which he would patent as Cool-
Cure. His plan was to give $10 for every $41 of prof-
it to cancer research, as Isaiah 41:10. We talk about 
turning lemons into lemonade, well Bryan wanted to 
turn his bad experience with cancer into something 
good. God promised to work out all things for good 
(Rom. 8:28).

 In several places, the Bible speaks of the hand 
of God as in 1 Peter 5:6, “Therefore humble your-
selves under the mighty hand of God, that He may 
exalt you in due time.” There were many times in this 
entire ordeal that we saw what looked like the hand of 
God. For example, before we discovered he had can-
cer one of the lymph nodes in his neck had swollen 
and was pushing on his throat causing him to snore 
so badly that his wife insisted he go to the doctor and 
see if anything could be done about it. It was then that 
they discovered his cancer. Had this not happened it 
may have been much longer before the cancer was 
discovered and it may have spread much further in 
his body. As it was, he had a large mass by his heart as 
well as in the lymph nodes of his neck and shoulders.
 



 Another place that we saw God was in his 
good friend from college, Josh. Josh is an ENT doctor 
who practices near where Bryan lives. Josh was able to 
counsel Bryan medically, recommend doctors, speed 
up things for him and help in many ways on the med-
ical side of this. He was also a tremendous help and 
encouragement for all of us.

 But one of the most amazing things to me in all 
of this was God’s timing. Bryan and his wife met with 
Sherry and I the day he went into the doctor for his di-
agnosis to tell us what the doctor said. Unknown to us 
was that his wife had a test that same day showing that 
she was pregnant. So, with the bad news of cancer came 
the good news of life. Now, Bryan had one more great 
reason to fight his cancer and something wonderful to 
look forward to. The same week he finished his treat-
ments, little Sadie was born. God had healed his cancer 
and blessed them with a beautiful child. God answered 
our prayers in a marvelous way!

 Once when we were at the hospital with Bryan, 
we were sharing some of these things with one of the 
nurses. She said that she saw these kinds of things all 
the time. She called them God Moments. I like that. 
God is alive and well. He is involved and at work in our 
lives. Praise God from whom all blessings flow!

 Here are three words of encouragement for 
when you get bad news, experience some tragedy, or 
death comes to your family.

 1. Look for the lesson! Learn to trust in God for 
deliverance (2 Cor. 1:9-11; 2 Tim. 4:17-18). For example, 
I was taken back when Butch Rainey said, “The best 
thing that happened to me was getting cancer.”  He 
lived as though there was no God but then he became 
a Christian. Since then he has converted many others. 
It is just as the psalmist wrote: “Before I was afflicted I 
went astray, But now I keep Your word” (Psa. 119:67) 
and “It is good for me that I have been afflicted, That I 
may learn Your statutes” (v. 71).

 2. Look for the blessing! Find comfort and 
strength in God (2 Cor. 1:3-5; 12:7-10; Heb. 6:13 – God is 
greater than our troubles!). Another brother in Christ, 
Terry Purdom (like Butch) saw cancer as a blessing be-
cause it brought him to the Lord. He refuses to pray 
for God to remove his cancer because it reminds him
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of what is really important in life. One year he rode 
his Harley Davidson all over the country sharing 
with others his message of hope and he continues to 
do so in many ways until this day.

 3. Look for the hope! Know that you have 
something to look forward to (1 Pet. 1:3-9; Heb. 6:19). A 
professor tells of one of his former students who called 
one day to tell him that he was sick and hospitalized.
When the professor made it to the hospital, they al-
ready had found out the news…leukemia…a battle 
the student has since lost. But after a few moments 
by his side in the hospital, the student said to him: 
“I have learned that life is not like a VCR.” “What do 
you mean?” the professor asked. Long pause. “It’s not 
like a VCR; you can’t fast forward the bad parts. But I 
have learned that Jesus Christ is in every frame, and 
right now that is just enough.”

 How many times have I wished that life had 
a fast-forward button that I could use to get through 
the tough times quickly or a rewind button that 
would allow me to backtrack and do things different-
ly. Some of us have made some pretty bad blunders. 
We’ve messed up with our kids, our spouses, our 
lives! Many are suffering from terrible illness or dis-
ease, financial loss, tragedy or death. To borrow the 
student’s words, “Right now, Jesus Christ is in every 
frame and that is just enough.” Paul wrote, “Yet in all 
these things we are more than conquerors through 
Him who loved us” (Rom. 8:37). Jesus allowed the 
thorn for Paul, but He also wore the crown of thorns 
in order to help us through. There at the cross we 
find victory over Satan, sin and death. In His resur-
rection, the hope of eternal life! Nobody has to go 
through life alone because Jesus invites us all to come 
to Him (Mat. 11:28-30).
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Wade Webster

part of the spiritual maturity is addressing 

raw and reactions vary from person to person.

 It seems to me that the question before us is 
not so much about where God was when a loved one 
died.  The answer to that question is simple.  God was 
there. After all, He is everywhere. In the Psalms, Da-
vid declared, “Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or 
whither shall I flee from thy presence? If I ascend up 
into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, 
behold, thou art there. If I take the wings of the morn-
ing, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; Even 
there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall 
hold me” (Psa. 139:7-10). We cannot flee from God. 
Even in the grave (hell), He is there. He was there in 
that hospital room or waiting room when your loved 
one was sick and dying. He was there at the scene 
of the accident.  He is everywhere. He is above us 
watching over us (Jam. 1:17; 1 Pet. 3:12),  underneath 
us supporting us (Deut. 33:27; John 10:28-29), before 
us leading us (Ex. 13:21; Deut. 1:30; 9:3), behind us en-
couraging us (Isa. 30:21; Rev. 1:10), beside us accom-
panying us (Acts 23:11; Psa. 109:31; 2 Tim. 4:17), and 
within us strengthening us (1 John 3:24; 4:4, 12, 15-16).  

A

Where was God when...Where was God when...

dieddiedmy loved onemy loved one

the difficult questions of life. I believe that this 
is one of those questions. At first glance, three 
things stand out about this question.  First, it is a 
prevalent question.  Whenever disaster, disease, 
destruction, or death occur, men ask, “Where was 
God?”  Some ask the question out of contempt, 
while others ask it out of confusion or concern.  
Some are seeking answers from the faith, while 
others are seeking ammunition against the faith. 
Second, it is a personal question. The question 
before us uses a personal pronoun in identifying 
the one who died - “my loved one.” It is one thing 
to answer this question when it happens to oth-
ers. It something else entirely to answer it when it 
happens to you or to someone that you love.  The 
canned answers that we often give others don’t 
seem as comforting when we are the ones receiv-
ing them. Third, it is a painful question. It deals 
with death, loss, and separation. Emotions are



Even in the dark valleys of life, God is with us 
(Psa. 23:4). He is the God of the valleys, as well as 
the hills (1 Kings 20:28). He has promised to nev-
er leave us or forsake us (Heb. 13:5-6). Therefore, 
the real question is not where was God; but rather, 
why didn’t God do something. The question is, “If 
the Lord is with us then why do bad things like the 
death of a loved one happen to us?” It is the question 
that Gideon asked in the long ago. “Oh my Lord, if 
the Lord be with us, why then is all this befallen 
us? and where be all his miracles which our fathers 
told us of...” (Judg. 6:13)?  It is the belief of Martha 
that if the Lord had been there, her brother would 
not have died (John 11:21). It is the age-old idea 
that an all-powerful God could have done some-
thing to prevent death and an all-loving God would 
have done something.  While it is true that God is 
all-powerful (Jer. 32:17) and all-loving (1 John 4:8), 
other factors are involved. For example, the freewill 
of man is involved. It should be remembered that 
death is in the world because of the freewill of man 
(Gen. 2:16-17), and not because of the weakness or 
indifference of God.  When discussing this matter, 
I sometimes divide things into three worlds for 
clarification - the world that WAS (Gen. 1:31), the 
world that IS (Gen. 2:16-17; 3:6; Rom. 5:12), and the 
world that WILL BE (Rev. 21:4, 27). It is important 
for us to remember that man and not God brought 
death into the world.  It is also important for us to 
remember that Satan was heavily involved in bring-
ing death into the world. He lied and cast doubt on 
God’s goodness (Gen. 3:1-5; John 8:44). He clearly 
knew the devestating effects that this temptation 
would have on humanity. Once the devil succeeded 
in introducing death into the world, he began using 
it as a weapon against man (Heb. 2:14-15). Eventu-
ally, Jesus dealt the devil and death a mortal blow 
when He rose from the dead and broke the bands of 
death. When Christ returns, He will destroy death, 
the last enemy of man (1 Cor. 15:24-26). Be assured 
that God is neither impotent nor indifferent when 
it comes to death. He proved that He loved us at the 
cross with the death of His Son and He proved that 
He has the power to deal with death at the tomb 
with the resurrection of His Son. Finally, we must 
understand that there are multiple reasons why 

people suffer and die in the present world - per-
sonal choice (1 Pet. 4:15; Gal. 6:7-8), the choices of 
others (Rom. 14:7; Josh. 7:5), natural law (Acts 20:8), 
Satan (Job 1-2; Lk. 22:31; Eph. 6:16; Heb. 2:14; 1 Pet. 
5:8; Rev. 2:10), doing right (1 John 3:12; 1 Pet. 2:20; 
3:14, 17; 4:16; 2 Tim. 3:12), time and chance (Eccl. 
9:11; Lk. 13:4-18; Deut. 29:29), and to make us better 
(Job 5:18; Prov. 3:11-12; 2 Cor. 4:17; Eccl. 7:2-4).

 The death of your loved one is not proof that 
God was absent, weak, or indifferent.  I can assure 
you that none of those things are true. God has 
not gone anywhere (Mt. 28:20); He is as powerful 
as ever (Eph. 3:20); and, He loves you immensely (1 
Pet. 5:7). Suffering and death are the result of man’s 
choice in the garden, and not God’s choice at cre-
ation. Thankfully, what happened in that garden is 
not the end of the story. Another man came along 
about four thousand years later and made another 
choice in another garden that broke the strangle-
hold that death had on the neck of humanity (Mt. 
26:39; Heb. 2:14-18; 1 Cor. 15:24-26, 54-58).  In an-
swering the question before us, let’s remember that 
the story isn’t finished yet.  Farther along, we will 
know all about it. Farther along, we will understand 
why.  We will one day see the suffering and sorrow 
of this life in a new light as Joseph did (Gen. 50:20).  
We will one day find that God is very pitiful and 
full of tender mercy as Job did (Jam. 5:11).   When 
our loved ones are one day raised to eternal life, 
we will no longer remember the sufferings of this 
present time (Rom. 8:18). How long do you think 
that Martha dwelt on the fact that Jesus was absent 
when Lazarus died once Jesus came and raised him 
from the dead? I’m convinced that she didn’t give it 
another thought! 

 Death is an appointment that all men have 
penciled into their futures (Heb. 9:27). It is coming 
for us and those that we love, unless Christ returns 
first (1 Thess. 4:17). Only two men in human histo-
ry have ever missed this appointment - Enoch and 
Elijah. As much as we would like to join them in 
missing death, there are no worries if death comes 
first.  After all, the Lord can call us forth from the 
grave (John 5:28-29; John 11:43; 1 Cor. 15:24-26).
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been a sincere believer that has, at one time or 
another, wrestled with this question!  But often, 
and for so many, the issue of the wicked prosper-
ing seems to be a razor blade in the human heart 
when times are tenuous and difficult.  One has 
only to look around and frequently it seems as 
if the righteous are suffering nearly all the time, 
and those who irreverently disregard God seem 
to go on their blissful way, unconcerned and 
careless, happy, free, and prospering!

 Asaph in Psalm 73 wrestled with this dis-
turbing issue!  As one reads this Psalm it is ab-
solutely essential to remember that he is writ-
ing “after the fact”!  He openly states what his 
problem was (vs. 2-14)! So that by the time he 
writes this Psalm, the trial has past, he is rec-
onciled to God (vs. 23-26), and can openly and 

transparently share his doubts and frustrations, but 
with a marvelous expression of trust, adoration, 
and freedom both at the beginning and at the end 
of the Psalm (vs. 1, 21-28)!

 Psalm 73, and many others in the Psaltry, 
can be regarded as a kind of “spiritual autobiogra-
phy” that allows the sincere reader to enter, hear, 
and even feel the honest anguish of one who is sin-
cere and righteous, but wrestling with “the prosper-
ity of the wicked” (vs. 3). God, in His providence 
and love, allows the Psalmist to willingly and open-
ly express his true feelings and even the depth of his 
anger (vs. 3f, 12)!  In what has to be a rare quality 
in our time, Asaph openly admits that he is deep-
ly frustrated with the “blessings” of the wicked and 
their calloused audacity to even parade their unbe-
lief (vs. 9f), and even reflects that a righteous life 
is just not worth the effort (vs. 13-14)!  It is as if he 
regards God as uncaring and unfair, and not really 
a God to be honored and loved (vs. 15)! But to his 
ultimate blessing, he only seems to meditate on his

10
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One can only doubt that there has never

Where was God when...Where was God when...
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retching problem, sharing it quite openly and 
honestly in his internal thoughts before God, but 
not publically, openly thrashing it out to others 
which would have presented a “betrayal of God 
to His children” (vs. 2, 15, 21-22).  After the fact, 
however, with great integrity, he admits that in 
his time of struggle and doubt, and now as he 
writes the Psalm, recognizes his sins: envy (vs. 
3), bitterness (“to be sour”), senselessness, and 
ignorance, vs. 21-22! Perhaps his honesty is en-
capsulated with his words, “I was like a beast be-
fore You”! (vs. 22; “I was stupid and ignorant, and 
I treated you as a wild animal would”! The He-
brew word for “beast” sounds like “behemoth”.)!  
What integrity!  Here is a man of God, openly 
describing his sins during a spiritual struggle in 
the past.  Sins of the past, now forgiven in the 
present, but genuinely revealing, exposing his 
own humanness and vulnerability. How often 
it is heard, when speaking of a “spiritual giant”: 
“They have never suffered like I am with prob-
lems like I have; they could never understand!”  
But this is the absolute genius of the Psalm:  
God’s man is openly inviting fellow sufferers to 
walk with him in his struggles of the past!

 But does he provide his readers with some 
kind of direction and wisdom to address this is-
sue of “Where is God When the Wicked Pros-
per?” But while an “answer” is never revealed, 
the more important truth of God’s presence 
is presented; He has never moved!  Thrashing 
in his spiritual “valley of deepest darkness”, he 
takes himself in hand and finds “the sanctuar-
ies of God” (vs. 17, NAS, fn.)!  He did not sign up 
for a course on suffering, or even read a “how 
to” book! But he does have the courage to seek 
(Matt. 7:7f) and find intimate worship experienc-
es! He did not join a circle of philosophers or 
theologians for cynical intellectual arguments, 
as so many are often inclined to do today! He did 
not even try to find a “Questioners Anonymous” 
group on Tuesday nights!  He simply went into 
the Presence of God—maybe not a formal “as-
sembly” (like church) but there he wrestled, and 
poured out his heart!  He found his own spiritual 

“closet”, as King Hezekiah (Isaiah 37:14f)!  The actu-
al place was not that important; with many or alone 
is not significant, but it was that quality of a bold, 
intimate, open, transparent worship that made the 
difference!  It may have been in a wilderness, on a 
mountain, or deep in the private recesses of a crowd-
ed, but lonely “market” (a coffee shop today!), but 
there he found a transforming, openness before God, 
characterized by a tender confession of what he was 
deeply feeling, even though it was “troublesome in 
my sight” (vs. 16) and even while it was happening!  
His openness, along with Job’s, is esteemed by many 
in modern times to verge on blatant blasphemy or 
hypocrisy, was actually God’s person “pouring out 
my soul” (Psa. 42:1-4)! This honest, open reverence 
before God is never condemned or disregarded by 
the heavenly Father (Romans 7:24)! Here is the epito-
me of spiritual integrity and reverent honesty, which 
God never despises-He even invites us to come, “just 
as we are”!  It is because of the intercession of Jesus 
(Rom. 8:34) AND The Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:26-27) that 
everyone can experience a personal apprehension of 
the reality that God both knows and understands (Ex. 
2:24-25)! With that conviction it is no wonder that 
Asaph could later share the depth of his struggle and 
how he came to grasp personally even a heavenly re-
ality beyond human comprehension (Psa. 73:24-26)!  

 For the vast multitude in the present world, 
life is a cage of suffering, disappointment, and frus-
tration, from which there is no escape!  For Asaph, 
and others like him, Job and Habakkuk, while there 
has never has been a satisfying “answer” to this an-
guishing question, they all experienced in their faith-
ful relinquishment, something far more significant: a 
freedom, a joy, and an internal strength releasing one 
to serve in commitment and love (John 14;15)! Here 
and only here in these sanctuaries of sincere prayer, 
adoration, and devotion could they and all find the 
“face of God” (Psa. 27:4f)!  All these, and many oth-
ers since then, would joyously testify that there is an 
invitation to all to share this confident joy!



Where was God when...Where was God when...

arisearise

who was fed up with troubles. His name was Job. And 
as a consequence of your problems, consider what he 
wrote, inspired by the Holy Spirit, (2 Peter 1.20-21). 
“But as sparks rise to fly through the air, so man is born 
to grief” (Job 5.7). He also wrote the following; “Man 
born of woman, short of days, and weary of troubles” 
(Job 14.1). According to what he wrote, man must expe-
rience problems in his life.

 Also, another man named Solomon. A wise 
man, more than all who lived before him in the city 
of Jerusalem, said the following words (Ecclesiastes 
1.16). “Therefore, I hated life, because the work done 
under the sun was annoying to me; for everything is 
vanity and affliction of spirit” (Ecclesiastes 2.17). 
And later in the same chapter he writes the follow-
ing; “For all his days are but pains, and his works are 
inconveniences; even at night his heart does not rest. 
This is also vanity ” (Ecclesiastes 2.23). He wrote the

same thought concerning the life of the human being. 
During the life of the human being, he will receive prob-
lems.

 My dear reader, all these verses are a reminder 
that while in this world, we are all going to have trouble. 
No one will escape. I have met Christians with the men-
tality that they are immune, free from problems. Who 
knows where, and from whom they have learned this les-
son. Because the Bible clearly teaches us differently. Re-
member the occasion when Jesus Christ communicated 
the following words to his apostles; “If the world hates 
you, know that it hated me before you” (John 15.18). And 
that of the words that the apostle Paul who wrote; “And 
also all those who want to live godly in Christ Jesus will 
suffer persecutions” (2 Timothy 3.12). According to the 
God’s Word, we can be at a different level when problems 
come into our lives. But we are not free from them.

 So if this is the situation in this world, both 
with people living in this world without Christ, and 
those  living in Christ, the logical question would be, 
Where is God, or was God, when the problems came?
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 Well, let’s start first with the perspective of people 
living in this world without Christ. Scripture teaches us 
that “the way of transgressors is hard” (Proverbs 13.15). 
Because for them “there is a way that seems right; but its 
end is the way of death” (Proverbs 14.12; 16.25). And the 
reason for this is that they don’t have God in their lives. 
The Bible declares its relationship with God in the fol-
lowing way; “At that time you were without Christ, far 
from the citizenship of Israel and alien to the covenants 
of promise, without hope and without God in the world” 
(Ephesians 2.12; cf. 2 Corinthians 6.14; 1 John 1.5-6).

 Therefore, when problems come to such people, 
God is in His Holy abode, but He is in no way close to 
them during their problems. We ask, why? Well con-
sider God’s answer; “But the iniquities of the sinner 
have made a division between him and God. And as a 
consequence of their sin, God hid his face so as not to 
hear them” (Isaiah 59.2; John 9.31; 1 Peter 3.12). At such 
times, such person should consider the following; “The 
hand of God has not been shortened to save him, nor has 
he been burdened if he heard to hear” (Isaiah 59.1). In 
these moments, the Lord declares the following: “Come 
to me, all of you who are working hard and loaded, and 
I will give you rest” (Matthew 11.28-30).
 
 But when you consider the other side of the coin, 
what about the Christian? Where is God when problems 
come? Well, let’s study the Bible. I emphasize again, the 
Christian is not immune from the problems. Peter writes 
to a group of Christians the following; “Beloved, do not 
be surprised by the fire of trials that has come upon you, 
as if something strange were happening to you” (1 Pe-
ter 4.12). He prepares them mentally because they had 
to pass the test of fire under the Roman regime of that 
time.

 But I repeat again. For the Christian the situation 
is different. Consider the following examples. We start 
first with the people of Israel. Concerning these people, 
Jehovah said the following about them; “You will be my 
special treasure over the peoples” (Exodus 19.5). And 
as a consequence of this, Jehovah later declares to them 
the following; “Strive and be of good cheer; fear not, nor 
be afraid of them, for Jehovah your God is the one who 
goes with you; He will not leave you nor forsake you” 
(Deuteronomy 31.6). Consider carefully what He said. 
God goes with you at every step of the journey in life. 
Second, He will never leave you, no matter what comes 
into your life. And third, despite the problem, God will 
never abandon you.

 When we move on to the teachings of the New Tes-
tament, we realize the same thing. Our Lord Jesus Christ 
is now ready to ascend to the right hand of His Heavenly 
Father. But before ascending, he said this to his disciples; 
“Teaching them to keep all the things that I have taught 
you; and behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age. 
Amen ” (Matthew 28.20). Consider well what He said, be-
hold, I am with you every day, until the end of the world. 
The Lord chose them and was not going to abandon them. 
It doesn’t matter what they face in life. This same confidence 
gives the Christian in the following words; “I will not aban-
don you, nor will I leave you; so that we can go confidently: 
The Lord is my faster; I will not fear what man can do to me 
” (Hebrews 13.5b-6).

 So, when asking the question, Where is God, when 
problems come to us? Well, if you are a Christian, the answer 
is always, He is protecting us, guiding us, and giving us solu-
tions to our problems. In other words, God is with us. Con-
sider the following verse; “No temptation has overtaken you 
that is not human; But God is faithful, who will not allow 
you to be tempted more than you can resist, but he will also 
give the way out together with temptation, so that you could 
bear it ”(1Corinthians 10.13). 

 Also remember that God is spirit (John 4.24; 2 Cor-
inthians 3.17; 1 Timothy 1.17). And the Spirit of God dwells 
in every faithful Christian, through the word (1Corinthians 
6.19; Colossians 3.16; cf. With the parallel passage Ephesians 
5.18). So the more the word of God exists in our minds, the 
more we are filled with the Spirit, and the closer God is to us.

 In conclusion, I write the following. We have stud-
ied the question, Where was God, when the problems came? 
Well, we have studied two aspects. First, we have studied 
the aspect of the person who is without Jesus Christ in this 
world. In this case, God has always been in the same place. 
Scripture teaches us; “On His Holy Mount” (Psalms 15.1). 
And from there he proclaims the following words; “In an 
acceptable time I have heard you, and in a day of salvation 
I have helped you. Here is now the acceptable time; behold, 
now is the day of salvation”(2 Corinthians 6.2). Thus; “If you 
hear his voice today, do not harden your hearts” (Hebrews 
4.7). Come to him.
 
 But for the Christian, the answer to the question, 
Where was God, when the problems came? Well, according 
to Scripture, God is with us protecting, guiding, and giving 
us solutions to our problems. It is through this journey that 
God helps us to obtain patience. Because the work of pa-
tience is to make us perfect and complete (James 1.2-4).
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bad happens is not a new one. Many people 
have asked this question throughout the years 
hoping to find an answer that will satisfy their 
inquiries. 

 The faithful Christian knows that God 
is never absent in the affairs of life. Scripture 
clearly teaches the perfect knowledge of God 
regarding man and the world. In Psalm 139, 
the writer teaches us that God knows every-
thing, and that He is Omniscient, meaning, 
He is capable of being everywhere at the same 
time. With this in mind, let us discuss the ques-
tion at hand, and provide an answer that will 
help us to understand some things about God. 

 First, the last part of the question states 
the fact that some did depart from the faith. This 
statement does not come as a surprise to God’s

people, since God foretold that there would 
be some that would depart from the faith. 
The Apostle Paul penned the following words, 
“Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter 
times some will depart from the faith, giv-
ing heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of 
demons” (1 Timothy 4:1, NKJV). This text, and 
many others that could be cited, clearly teach 
that the apostasy foretold by the Apostle Paul 
did indeed come to pass; especially as we study 
the subject of Church History. 

 Many members of the church departed 
from the faith during the times of the Apos-
tles. For example, Paul, in his letter to the Ga-
latians, wrote a lot concerning apostasy. There 
were some that were going back to Judaism, 
that is, back to a system that could not justi-
fy anyone (Galatians 2:16). The only means to 
justification is through an obedient faith in Je-
sus Christ. Some of these Christians to whom
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Paul wrote, had fallen from grace by going 
back to the law of Moses in order to achieve 
justification from their sins (Galatians 5:4). 
Consequently, this is an example of apos-
tasy during the times of the Apostles. We 
could also mention the book of Hebrews, 
which also speaks abundantly about Chris-
tians forsaken Christ in order to go back to 
a system that could not save them.

 Second, having stated this, now let 
us turn our attention to the first part of the 
question that asks “Where was God?” This 
question can be answered by understanding 
that God has always been aware of every-
thing that takes place in the world He creat-
ed. This question under consideration may 
not deal entirely with where was God, but 
why did He allow apostasy to occur. I be-
lieve this is the main idea behind the ques-
tion. 

 With regards to why God allowed 
apostasy to happen, let me suggest first that 
God does not desire for apostasy to take 
place. Scripture is clear in teaching that God 
wants His people to remain faithful to His 
Word (Titus 2:1; 2 Timothy 1:13; 1 Peter 4:11; 
2 John 9-11). These are only a few verses that 
we could examine to learn that God does 
indeed want us to uphold the sound teach-
ings of His Word. Furthermore, it could be 
suggested that another possible reason why 
God allowed some to depart from the faith 
was because each man has a free will, and as 
such, they are capable of deciding whether 
they will continue to remain faithful, or not, 
to the Word of God. 

 Those who disregarded the faithful 
teachings of God, basically exercised their 
own free will. Obviously, God did not ap-
prove of that, but in order for man to be 

be able to exercise their own free will, God al-
lowed them to do something He disapproved. It is 
one thing for God to allow something to happen, 
and another different thing for Him to approve 
such an action. Thus, when man departed from 
the faith, such did so because of their own free 
will. The implication here is that God is not re-
sponsible for the decisions human beings make; 
especially when such decisions are contrary to 
His Will. 

 To summarize, in this article we have brief-
ly discussed the fact that apostasy is real; it has 
happened and will continue to happen. We have 
also discussed the fact that God does not approve 
of apostasy, but desires for everyone to follow His 
Word. Furthermore, it was discussed that one of 
the reasons why some departed from the faith is 
the fact that such were exercising their own free 
will. These people became unfaithful to God’s 
Word. God allowed this to happen, but not be-
cause He approved it, but allowed men to exercise 
their own free will. 

 We must understand that God is always 
aware of everything that happens in the world. 
He is not happy about the apostasy that has taken 
place in the world. Nevertheless, He has provided 
sufficient information to know what can be done 
in order to avoid apostasy. We need to take heed 
to His Word, which can help us to remain faith-
ful, even when others decide, out of their own free 
will, to depart from the faith. May God help us to 
stay away from apostasy, and never question Him 
for such!
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 I have heard these words from some of my 
brethren, affirming, “where was God when 
the church failed me”. People chose to blame 
the absence of God when they were expecting 
some help or support from the church mem-
bers.
 
 Therefore, I decided to write on this top-
ic. Perhaps you have had a bad experience from 
the some church members. Maybe it was that 
you felt rejected, or abandoned, to deal alone 
with the problem you were going through.

 I remember a very dear brother, who 
had a bad and bitter experience, and although 
the church did the best to help him, he ex-
pected more. When the church told him that 
they could no longer help, he chose to take a 
negative mindset as he expressed these words.

When I had the opportunity to speak to him, 
he expressed that he was disappointed in the 
brotherhood for not having helped him fur-
ther. Have you ever felt like this? Have you felt 
abandoned by your brethren when you need-
ed them the most? If your answer is yes, please 
continue reading this article.
 
 I want you to please study with me the 
gospel according to Luke in chapter 22:31-62. 
As you consider this passage I want you to think 
about these three questions: (1) What if you 
knew in advance that your brother was going 
to fail you? (2) In the past, he or she was willing 
to defend yourself? (3) At the time when you 
need him or her the most, will they be there to 
help you?

 Let’s consider the first question. What if 
you knew in advance that your brother will fail 
you? Have thought about, if you were one hun-
dred percent sure that your brother or sister 
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was going to fail you, would you trust him 
or her? Think, if you already know the an-
swer beforehand, would it be logical to ex-
pect support from that person. Of course 
not! But, you wish, you hope that’s not the 
case. Let me remind you of Peter, in verses 
31-34 the Lord Jesus is aware that Peter will 
fail Him, and furthermore, He tells him that 
this will be the case. Jesus felt abandoned, 
alone, rejected, to such an extent that he 
cried out, “My God, my God, why have 
you forsaken me?” (Mark 15:34). He felt not 
only abandoned by his brethren (e.g. Mark 
14:50), but by God himself. Did you feel 
the same way when the church failed you? 
Did you feel that even God had abandoned 
you? Sometimes the feeling of loneliness 
can be overwhelming, to the point that you 
feel that you are alone. However, allow me 
to remind you that Christ did not admon-
ished Peter or the other apostles for aban-
doning Him, but rather strengthened them 
(e.g. Mark 16: 7; Luke 24:12; John 20: 2). Did 
you do the same? Could you see the bene-
fit of the test? It’s Peter himself who writes, 
“In which you rejoice, although now for a 
little while, if necessary, you have to be af-
flicted in various trials, so that your faith, 
much more precious than gold, may be test-
ed. which though perishable is tried by fire, 
may it be found in praise, glory, and honor 
when Jesus Christ is manifested, ”(1 Peter 1: 
6-7). You see, Peter learn through the years 
what he did not see in the beginning. This 
could be true for you as well.

 As you go through life you find your-
self thinking, in the past he or she was will-
ing to defend me, surely that will be the case 
all the time? After all this years we have fel-
lowship together, worked hard in the king-
dom, enjoyed happy moments (for example 
at the wedding of Canaan John 2), touching

moments (for example the death of Lazarus John 
11), and special ones too (for example the transfig-
uration Matthew 17:1, or the feeding of the multi-
tudes Matthew 14: 13; 15:32). Surely he or she will 
be there to the end. Your trust is strong because 
he or she was willing to do whatever it took to 
make sure you were well (v.50). Honestly, he or 
she has been there to help you, support you, and 
motivate you. However, he has received the great-
est benefit for being by your side, and for having 
you as a friend. Despite everything you have been 
through, it is obvious that you will continue to be-
lieve that your brother or sister will be there for 
you. 

 At the time when you need them the most, 
they will certainly be there, right? At least that’s 
what you hope for. This is where you will feel be-
trayed, abandoned, and / or rejected. When you 
expected your closest brother or sister to be pres-
ent and willing to help, he or she was not. Jesus 
experienced this exact same feeling with his disci-
ples, especially with the one who would deny Him 
in front of a large crowd. Maybe, as the Lord Jesus 
you were stunned, or maybe in shock because you 
couldn’t believe that your brother / sister that you 
loved so much will fail you. Scripture confirms 
that the Lord saw Peter as he denied Him and left 
crying bitterly for what he had done.

 Beloved, if the brethren have failed you, 
remember that they failed, despised, abandoned, 
and forsaken, Jesus first. I encourage you to take 
courage and strengthen yourself in Him (e.g. 
Ephesians 6:10).
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