
Paul’s great sorrow and continual grief 
Romans 1:1-13 

	 If we were to meditated for a minute or two on Paul’s sorrow and grief. Would we feel 
the same as the apostle? What cause him to feel this way? As we read on we find the answer 
on verse six, when we read “But it is not that the word of God has taken no effect. For 
they are not all Israel who are of Israel” (Romans 9:6). WHat is Paul trying to say? In simple 
terms he is saying that not all who are straight descendents from Israel (Jacob) are Isrealites 
(God’s people). This is true today as well, not all who claim to be “Christians” are Christians 
(e.g. Matthew 7:21; John 14:15; 15:14-15; Luke 6:46; etc.). Paul wants to make a great 
distinction between the two that he uses two examples to make his point clear. 1) Abraham
—It was not based on his lineage but on the promised of the seed (v. 7; Galatians 3:6-14). 2) 
Jacob—He had done nothing yet and God knowing all that was going to happen saw before 
hand that Jacob would indeed obey His calling (2 Tessalonians 2:14). For this reason Paul 
was in great sorrow and grief. Knowing that he would rather be “accursed from Christ for his 
brethren, his countrymen according to the flesh” (v. 3). Eventhough they were Israelites they 
were not God’s people. They had not yet obey the Gospel, they had not yet recevive the Holy 
Spirit, they had no hope. Paul would give anything for there salvation, but all he could give 
was the Gospel. Would you obey the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, and be inmersed in 
water in order to recieve the forgiveness of your sins, and recieve God’s Holy Spirit? We two 
are in great sorrow and grief for you. Don’t delay here is water, nothing forbids you. Would 
you come?


